
 
  
Published in association with the Association for Positive Behavior 
Support. The mission of the Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions 
(JPBI) is to expand the knowledge/practice of effective behavioral support 
in school, home, and community settings, with a focus on comprehensive 
outcomes in the lives of children, youth, and adults. Specifically, goals are 
to extend the empirical database; enhance the conceptual framework; 
and provide a forum for researchers, professionals, families, and policy-
makers concerned with the behavior of individuals with developmental 
and behavioral disabilities). Published quarterly. 

Types of Manuscripts 
Published are empirical investigations, including experimental analyses; 
detailed case studies; and research using descriptive, survey, and qual-
itative methods. Submissions may be full-length manuscripts, brief 
reports of innovative interventions, or case illustrations. Detailed, data-
based case studies are encouraged. Although experimental designs are 
not required for case studies, data are expected to meet rigorous 
credibility standards. 
 Discussions, literature reviews, and conceptual papers: au-
thoritative considerations of issues that pertain to school, home, and 
community-based supports. Reviews and syntheses of the literature and 
presentations of issues and positions are encouraged. 
 Programs, practices, and innovations: program descriptions and 
research-to-practice articles that delineate strategies for implementation. 
Descriptions of programs that include evaluation data are encouraged; 
manuscripts without data will be accepted if they are judged to have 
heuristic value consistent with the goals of disseminating useful, credible 
strategies for extending meaningful behavioral support. Descriptions of 
innovative practices are encouraged. These should describe novel ex-
tensions of existing practice that are replicable and consistent with the 
existing empirical literature. 
 Forum: brief articles presenting authors’ views on topical subjects 
relevant to the journal’s mission, including perspectives on controversial 
issues, thoughtful responses to material published in the journal or  
other sources, individual accounts or stories of positive behavioral inter-
ventions, and personal experiences of family members or individuals with 
behavioral support needs. 
 Reviews of published material: reviews of books and other 
available material (e.g., videos, software) that pertain to school, home, 
and community support. Reviews are generally accepted following 
invitation from the editors. 

MANUSCRIPT PAGE COUNTS: 30 double-spaced manuscript pages for 
most  manuscripts except: literature reviews/meta-analyses: 40 double-
spaced pages; Forum articles & reviews of published material: 2–10 
double-spaced pages. Page counts must include abstract, references, 
tables, and figures; each table should start on a new page. 

Acceptance Criteria 
All manuscripts accepted for publication must be (a) of high quality in the 
presentation of data, perspectives, and ideas and (b) relevant for the 
development and application of behavioral support in school, home, 
and/or community environments. Manuscripts should be consistent with 
the journal’s mission and goals. Research articles are evaluated in terms 
of pertinent criteria on internal, external, ecological, and social validity. 
Research articles should address questions and topics that pertain to 
practical issues and procedures involved with enhancing behavioral 
adaptation in natural settings. Studies conducted in laboratory or other 
artificial contexts will not be accepted except in rare instances where the 
implications are obvious and of major significance for practice. 

Manuscript Preparation 
Manuscripts should be prepared according to the Publication Manual of 
the American Psychological Association (7th ed., 2020). Manuscripts 
should adhere to the following formatting guidelines: 

1. Title Page. Submit a separate title page file with (a) article title; 
(b) names of all authors; (c) author affiliations, complete mailing 
address for contact author, e-mail addresses of all authors; and  

(d) any acknowledgments, financial disclosure information, author 
notes, or other text that could identify authors to reviewers. 

2. Format. 8½ ´ 11 in. document; 1-in. margins; double-spacing, left 
alignment, Times New Roman, 12-pt. type for text. Include title & 
abstract. Text/table files must be Word text documents; no PDFs. 

3. Tables. Each table should start on a new page. Tables should be 
double-spaced; please use Word’s table functions. Table text should 
be 12-pt font size as well unless size of table requires a smaller font 
for fit. 

4. Endnotes. Use endnotes sparingly. Number with Arabic numerals 
starting with 1 and continuing through the article. Example: (see Note 1). 
NO footnotes. 

Authors for Whom English is a Second Language. It is highly recom-
mended to have a colleague or copyeditor who is fluent in English review 
the manuscript before submission. 

Figures. Figures should be separate files—with each figure on a new 
page or file, must be black and white only, and be production-ready. 
Use bold type that is large enough to be reduced and still be readable, 
and make sure rules/tick marks are at least 1 pt. Acceptable electronic 
formats include: TIFF, EPS, Word, or Excel. For scans/photos, download 
the SAGE Image Resolution Guidelines from the Instructions & Forms link 
at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jpbi. If you have trouble uploading 
Excel files, copy and paste them into a Word file. 

Permissions. It is the author’s responsibility to obtain written permission 
for material (e.g., figures, tables, extensive quotes) taken directly or 
adapted from another source. Payment of any fees the copyright holder 
may require is also the author’s responsibility. Permissions often take a 
considerable amount of time to be granted, so start the request process 
early. Material taken from software or from the Internet also requires 
obtaining permission. Download a Permissions Request form from the 
Instructions & Forms link at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jpbi. Read 
permissions carefully to ensure the language is broad enough to allow 
publication in all formats, including electronic and print. Failure to obtain 
permission will result in removal of the item or the article. 

Supplemental Material. Decisions regarding inclusion of supplemental mater-
ial will be made by the editor as part of the article acceptance process. With 
the exception of videos and podcasts, supplemental files will be deposited to 
Figshare and assigned a DOI. Authors are responsible for the scientific accur-
acy and file functionality of all supplemental files; materials will not be 
copyedited, typeset, or proofread. Additional information and guidelines 
are available for download from the Instructions and Forms link at  
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jpbi. 

Manuscript Submission 
Submit electronically: https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jpbi 

Log in, or click the “Create an Account” option if you are a first-time user. 
Once logged in, click on “Author.” Click the “Start New Submission” link in 
the left-hand box and follow the submission steps. 
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